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Dear Family, " 

. , Sunday Feb. 12 78 
Tracy J't-. 

It was good to read All of; your letters. HAyving had it since 
WednesdAY, ' I guess I'd better get it oh the road again. · 

. .~'ve been c~ncerned about yo~, Sherxlen~, D~n, Virgini~, and BArry, 
since the news reports of this latebt terrible blizzard to strike the east, 
but since we've not heard· of any personal disasters' to befAll you, we'll 

\ hope -that all is well and thAt you.' re enjoying A plea"sant wa~ spring when 
·this letter reaches you. Ho~e" your ~eg is all better, Virginia. Ouchl 

Happy birthdays" "Mom, Virginia, and David. 

In' the month of JAnuary, we received almost A whole years' allotment 
• 0' .... of rain, and t "he drought ' is over! ' The weather forcasters predicted that 

... . February, ~ however, would be a dry month, 8 " sort of "son of drought~', ' but 
so far it's rained nearly every day, with ferocious winds that have downed 
a lot of trees. So they've converted the drought information center into 

~r a flood warning: center. Sure wish the weather would stop act~ng ' like a 
' . womAn I 

Every Saturday I've- been out working on the lAndscRping At' our" new 
ch~pel which is- neAr;i.ng completion two blocks ' from here. We've been 
fortunAte to hAve mostly dry Saturdays, but thet ealiforni~ adobe we're 
working in sure makes the going rough. I hAd hoped to get my gaaden 
started eArly this ye~r, beCAuse pe~s, beets, the CAbbage family, And ' 
other cool weAther crops do ~uite well here in winter, but Ijust can't 

- seem to get s~Arted. Ih fact, I've still got the rAsberries I brought 
bACkx from TAcomA at th~nks~~iving in ' a bucket out : in back. They've 
sprouted leAves And seem to tJe surviving so far. " 

" 

Seminary has surely been ' A reWArding Assignment for me. I ~eally 
feel blessed by ' that daily spiritUAl boost, and I'm beginning to learn 
how to like - teenagers. ' Betsy hAS the seniors in her Sunday school 

. class ' and she's ' established an' excellent rapport with them; : we got a 7 

report from "one of the boys who told a friend that it was sure nice to 
hAve an older sister. I'm re ally' I blessed to < have A wi fe with such a 
capacity to · love--I'. really counting on her to pull our teenagers 
through, when we h~ve six of them at once, ~ but I don't know 'how long 
this second teean-age hood o.f hers CAn lAst. Last week she got a " 
bAby sitter ' and stood out in the rain to WAtch one of her kids in a ' 

~ soccer . gAme--tonight she's taking 8 casserole to them beCAuse he and his 
mother Are sick. Anyway, it sure shows wh,.t really matters in It teaching 
f'ssiq~ment--not the time you s r end in prepAration or the skill wi tho, which 
you ~each, but the re~l love And concern you hAve for your students. It is 
taking me longer ~t five 'dRYS A week to "feel comfort~ble with the s_e 
group Betsy teAches only once R week. 

I gAve a talk in SAcrAment. meeting l~st week' on the Assigned "topic 
of building fAmily relAtionships, And decided to interview my kids for 
help with ;their point of view. I recorded their remArks in the,ir 
journAls -RS we spoke, which slowed us dowll ,. bi t, but still got their 

,thoughts and 'feelings recorded, something which I'm sure will be priceless 
to them. I shf'red them with the kids permission in my tAlk, And thought 
~ou might · enjoy some excerpts, too. 

"V ) Robert, Age three. (We go in the quiet room And shut the door to be alone • 
"Hi Hobert, come Ilnd sit by me." ~No., ••• Yes. (now he's &itting by me) 
Whet"'do you like to do'? (tIe ' sees me writing)"Now SAY, From... where is 
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my.Mom? "What do you like to do?" "Play friends." Who flre your friends? 
"But t.hey are at school." "Do you love you t ' b#ther And sisters?" (Nods) 
"Do you love your Mommy and your Daddy?" "Yes." "Why do you love ~Iommy?" 
"'Cause I'm so happy of them." "Why do you love yo ur Dppdy?" (blowing into 
plf'stic 'bf'~e'bflll bAt·.,) "1dA>}t ·ot my mouth, DFld 1 11m a funnering monster. 
Say funny monster •. " '''What would you lik~; Daddy to : dol .... to make yo\u happiest?" 
,"But get do~n the Cuttie (Cpotie.) game~t I want to play :wi th it." : '. • • 

MAr~(5) t'.'Hi, ,Mary, I love you. ' "I love y~u too."_--. How do you feel about . 
1 ~our fAm1ly? "Tracy needs a nap" Hmmmi. Yes, he hasn' t h'~d many naps, and he 
like .hurts me and does those things. ." •• Ho~ do you feel about th~ rest 
of your b'athers and( sisters? "Zina's nice 8 lot." Ro'bert? " Well, today 
he ripped his valentine bag. Do you, play a lo~ witp Robert? (Nods) Do 
you playa lot with Tracy? "Not tha~uch--one day he took me to the park". 
CAn you: t ,hink of anything kind thAt· 7'racy hAp done for you? "I don't know, 
.but ,sor:~ of kind." Like what? ' It "Like lets me :"jn his ,bedroom.'" t WhAt else? 
"Well " (digging around in my TasFhe), somethimes he do~s jokes, t ' and wai ts his 

r • 
~ turn. , " "Do you , love Tracy? ;HYes'\ . Do. you th1nk he loves you} . "I ., 

f ",don '.t ~n~w _f ; don I t think he does in .a way he likes me, and. in a way he 
doesn.'t •. n . . Do you want to be · with Tracy f.orever 't. ,(Nods,) ., "And there's one 
thing .! think you want to know--I never want to be kindnapped." What does 
Daddy do that you like? "Plays with me a lot--and gives me horsey bakk 
rides." Anything else? UNo, I WAnt to stop now." ' Is there anything he ,-. 
doesn't do that Y9u . want him to do? ."Stay home f<?rm work.'" Why? "Then 
I could play wi th him ~more." 

Zina ' (6) . Zina', do you like our fAm;ily '/ "No (Giggle), I actually do t wri te 
yes." what do you like best about our family? "Let me see, I like Tracy," 
(Hmmmm) , Why do you

t 
like Tracy so much? "CA~se he's sp funny. Let lo-fe see--

I like : him becr-use he's so sarcAstic" Really? "Uh huh, And beCAuse I love him." 
Do you think that we are II forever family? "Yes" What do you think Daddy can do . 
and should do to keep our fAmily together. "Well, he should try and mAke 
us be ... q,:,iet ip Sunday School." D') ' you thinly ,then that a f~ther should 

.,teach his children what's rigpt? "Uh huh". ' WhAt · should A·· fAther do when 
his chil~.fen do sOl!lething bad. , "He sould ~ay 'don' i do th8t' • . ft .If Daddy 
jut. said(aon't~ do that/do / you think the children ' would obey? "Sometimes". 
Do you . think that .. your father . and . mother ,: love you eno~g¥? "Yes" How does 
Daddy show his love for you? "By taking ' CAre of ; me Rnd by working for ·money 
for us for the fAmily Rnd by buying beds for us and like .. tha:t. II .. If all 

- tiRddy did WAS e~rn mone y for o~ family would thAt be enought? "Ph, No" 
Wh;:,t else should he doe'? " We+l, I don't know eXActly. !~ (She's writing 
down her own responses .n9~~ ·on ~ piece ' offper)~ What could Da ddy do to be 
a be tter Daddy? , "Well, I don't think he needs to do anything .more. <" · . Well, 
Zina, that makes , ~e feel good. "Wh~t did Tr pcy f Say? " (I ere Ad some of 
Tr ACY's t:'es pon~s Ito this que s tion ~ " Well, he doe s need to plRY with 

· the kJd. a little more." Wh~t k i nd of play do you like best w~th Daddy? 
"Tpking horsey b a ck rides And like that." 

Tracy (7) What do you like best about our ff'mily?" Well, Mommy always 
fixes dinner At the ri~ht time, I think •• and you're trying to remember 
to finish tny Y-guides project--and also ypu've mi s sed out on ZinA's-you 
know-time, and so you're trying to make ip tar it." Do you think it's 
import 'Ant for A Dad to spend time wi th his' children. f "yes, thAt's one of 
the best things ' in our family ' . You spend lots of time with us, and you 
usually don' t ~r8ge wi tho the one who. is' acti vi ty' Un chArge of :=tct! vi tY' 
in fAmily home evening. And you let us, spenp our money anyw~y we w:=tnt Co." 
Do you think that Daddy hAS done enought to teRch you the gospel? "Yes, even 
though most of it I have taught myself" How is thAt 1J interrupt~d to 
catch up wi th wri ting anq he lo~t trAin of thought'. Are you ,lookinglfokrward 
. to your bapti.sm? "Yes, and now I remember • • • , was g01ng to say . ~ e 
-:- , .. t 
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when how you always usually punis1us in some way but I just go to my room 
and try to get repdy to prAY." Do you fe:rI th~t He ' avenly Father answers 
your prAyers? "Yes, very often, in fact I can't remember a time when he 
hasn't--and you know my memory is very good, like I remember when you 
fiBst learned how to p~n for gold (he couldn't have been more than 4), and 
that time when I almost drowned (he w~s 3 yrs 2 months), there was something 
~ ~ike a c~ck in the WAter And one h~nd WAS on the eleven (I think) 
and the other (I think) \V~s on the four or five. " Do you t}{'~ feel 
like our family will be together forever? "Yes, or I h .. ~ so, at leAst ... . 
. Is there anyone in our fAmily thAt you sometimes can't st~nd to be with? 
"Yes, sometimes MAry mAkes me mad, but only sometimes." What does she do 
thAt mFlkes you mad? "Well; there was something very VAluable thflt I had, 
and she wrecked it// And there were some other times, also." If you 
can't stand to be with her sometimes, do you think you would want to be 
with her fqreMer? "Well, yes, beCAuse those time.s are just some times. 
And also, one of the reAsons I' ~'1 Anxious to be b~ptized is so I cpn h;:,ve a 
Book of ~10rmon of my own." You love to ' read the Book of ~tormon, don't 
you? "Ye, I do, espettl'lly if it were my own." Well, TrACY, one more 
question. WhAt do you fhink I cowd do better, to be A better fpther? 
"Hmm- not much, but you could not punish us RS often, ~nd thAt would 
be something good." By punish, do you m~ like SpAnk, or just correct? 
"Spank, or like send me to I'JlY room, or threpten me, or to yell at me. 
But still, there Are some good things that you do, like I alrepdy told you 
About spending time with us." Well, Tracy, I love you, And I'm gIRd y~u 
feel tftit you CRn tell me how you fell ~bout me. "And also, one more 
thing, 58d--I think a mouth WAsh would help you." 
(End of interview. No comment.) 

this was finished Feb 20. HAP PY Birthday Mom, we'll deliver it to 
Liz And MArty tonight. ~Jom said yesterdp~ whRt she want's for birthdRYs, 
mothers dAY, etc, from us is written remembrAnces of good times we've 
h~d. It will be fun to try and stir up my brain. Also, my kids love 
to hear about when I was a kid. 

David, I heard th~tyou are pow serving 8S MegR president, or whatever they 
call it these d?Y$. I wish you well--I'm sure you'll do well--you seem 
to hRve a good feel for. business. I sure hope thAt you cR'n somehow · 
reconcile ~e various people who may feel bad about how things went. And 
be sure you read D&C sec 121 At least once A week! 

Well, love to you all. Sorry I sat on the letter so long this time. Life 
is just whirring b r At such a pacel I'm beginning to feel very strongly 
that my time to strike out for greater independence and my pot of gold 
is drAwing near. Maybe Rfter the greAt pending breAkthrough in my present 
research project? It seems like things have been brepking through for 
two ~ears how, . but we're re,.lly unde~ pre~sure at the moment to come j ~ ~ I ' • f~ 
up W1 th someth1ng for the RnnuAl reV1ew W1 th our new comp~ny preeent, f .v · '"'.- ( ' ".,Iv 

John Young, in ~1Rrch, and I think we just might pull it off. I've been 
putting in lots of extra time (some of it on some ide~s of my own that >- don't care to poli tic for approval on--you guys don't mention this 
to Anyone), and I'm doing it because I'm interested in the work. But of 
course, the mAnagers think I'm doing it because . they're turning the 
screws. L~st week even Jerry (my immedipte supervisor, with whom I've 
alWAYS had 8 very good relationship) started knuckling under the pressure 



and riding me a bit, but I'm sure he'll bACk off when he can--he knows 
how detriment~l a high pressure environment is to creAtivity, and he 
usually"is a pretty good buffer between me and ~h~ 'p.wers t~at be. 

So Ions for now . 1 ' 
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